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His mind (Sr Castillejo observes) was a distinctly Southern mind,
and his thoughts were illuminated and given dear oudine by his
words. The thoughts were often too complex or too tentative to
dare show themselves without the feeling of urgency imparted by
the lecture-room. Yet when they appeared under those conditions,
they were already cut and polished by having rubbed up against
other intelligences and the fresh young brains of his pupils* His
philosophy started from common knowledge, and his kw from the
consciousness of the people itself. Knowledge, for Don Francisco,
was a social product, the lecture-room a kboratory, and teaching the
result of collaboration and joint effort.

Yet from the outset he was faced by a difficulty of definition:
what exactly was meant by the philosophy of law, filosofia del
derecho? The difficulty is increased for us by the fact that in
Spanish (as in French and German) the one word derecho
(droit, Recht) has to do duty for both "law" and "right". It is
(as Maitknd said) never quite our "right" and never quite our
"law". The philosophy of kw (or right) as expounded by
Don Francisco Giner did not include all law, or kw considered
historically; it was concerned rather with the theory of kw in
its relation to the State. He endeavoured to distinguish what
was eternal from what was temporary, what was permanent
from what depended on man. Law (or right), in the opinion of
Don Francisco, as of Krause, was a part of eternal truth; and in
so far as every thought of eternal truth is called an "idea" or a
"concept", it might be said that the object of the philosophy of
law was the study of the idea of Right. In order that this idea
of Right may bear fruit, it must take some practical form,
"some concrete type of practical realization".1

Don Francisco would point out how (according to Pkto)
justice was not founded on the bad disposition of man, but on
his good and human qualities. He would remind his audience
of tie myth of how justice came to earth. The compassion of
the gods before the mutual strife of mortals moved them to
grant to man a share in their divine nature, and so it happened

1 Fernando de los RIos, La Filosofia del Derecho en Don Francisco Giner, 30.
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